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Welcome
Welcome to Thringstone Primary School; from your child’s start with us in
Foundation Stage to the end of their primary education, we hope that their time
with us is fun, where they will extend their skills, develop their confidence and
build on what they already know.
This booklet contains important information which we hope you will find useful and
help make the transition to Thringstone a happy one as your child prepares to
start school.
Starting school can be a time of mixed emotions for you and your child. Many
children can’t wait to start ‘big school’ and others can get quite anxious and
worried. By using this booklet to help your child to know what to expect, you can
help him/her look forward to the new experiences school has to offer. We want
you to also enjoy this exciting next step for your child.

Foundation Stage Class
This is where your child will have fun learning in their first year at school.
Children in Foundation Stage are called Wolves.
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Foundation Stage Team
These are your child’s new teachers. There will be other members of staff in
Foundation Stage that will help and support your child

Mrs D Kay
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Miss M Taylor
Class Teacher

Before Starting School
Although there continues to be restrictions and educational guidance due to
COVID, these are gradually easing and we have planned for opportunities for your
child to visit the school prior to the start of the new school year to meet new
friends, class teachers and other members of staff. In addition, if your child
attends a local playgroup, nursery or childminder we will make contact with them.
All parents receive an invite to join a ‘New Wolves’ class on our Class Dojo site.
This is a closed group accessible only by the parents of children who are starting
school this year. You will also have access to the whole school storyboard. There
will be useful information posted during this term in preparation for your child
starting school and it will be used to keep you updated with transition information.
We understand the importance of a good working relationship between parents
and school staff. Please do not hesitate to talk to any of us about any aspect of
your child's welfare. We do provide an opportunity for a ‘private’ meeting with
your child’s teacher and these will be arranged during our induction meetings.
Appointments can be held at home or if preferred in school (COVID restrictions
and guidance will be followed). This will give you individual time to discuss any
issues, concerns or questions you may have. It will also provide us with information
about your child’s interests and help us to begin to get to know them before they
start school.

The First Day
All children start back at school this year on Wednesday 25th August and the
doors open at 8.40am ready for the school day to start at 8:50am. On the first
morning please take your child to the playground outside the Foundation Stage
classroom. The Foundation Stage staff will be there to greet you and your child
and take them into the classroom; you are welcome to stay and help settle your
child.
Your child will enter and leave school via the Foundation Stage door at the rear
of the school.
The First Week
For the first 3 days of school (Wednesday 25th, Thursday 26th and Friday 27th
August), all Foundation Stage pupils attend only the morning session each day and
need to be collected at 12:00 noon from the Foundation Stage door at the rear of
the school.
The children will start full time (8:50am – 3:15pm) from Tuesday 31st August.
(Monday 30th August is a Bank Holiday).
Starting the School Day
Your child will use up a lot of energy during their school day. You can help your
child be best prepared by making sure they have a good night’s sleep and a healthy
breakfast so that they are ready to play and learn.
Please make sure that they have all they require for the school day: book bag,
books, sounds and common exception words booklet (provided by the school),
water bottle and appropriate outdoor clothing for the time of year.
Being punctual for the start of the day is also important to enable your child to
meet up with their friends and complete their morning jobs in a relaxed manner.
With this in mind we open the classroom doors at 8.40am.
When you arrive at school in the morning you will be greeted by your child’s class
teacher or support staff. There are also a number of other adults who work within
the Foundation Stage and at times different members of the team will lead
various activities.
We welcome your help and encouragement in the morning to support your child to
complete their morning jobs: hanging coats up, putting their book bag and water
bottle away, finding their name card and sitting on the carpet ready for
registration. Saying goodbye can be difficult but if you are positive about the day
ahead so will your child. From our experience children settle quickly once their

parent/carer has left but we will contact you if they continue to be distressed.
If you are concerned at all you can always call school later for reassurance.
At School
Your child will have a peg in the cloakroom for their coat and P.E bag; they will
also have a drawer in the classroom for their things. These will both have a name
label. Please will you help your child to recognise their name in both a printed
and written form. The school’s PTA provide all our new starters with a book
bag.
Uniform and P.E Kit
Any school uniform items with the school logo on it can be purchased directly
online from our supplier at www.yourschooluniform.com. We encourage the
wearing of our school colours, however quality uniform can be purchased from local
stores at reasonable prices and we do not expect uniform to carry our school logo.









Girls
Red cardigan, sweatshirt or
jumper
Grey or black skirt, pinafore or
trousers (Track suit bottoms
acceptable)
White or red polo top or blouse
Red/white gingham dress in the
summer
Black outdoor shoes/trainers








Boys
Red sweatshirt or jumper
Grey or black trousers or
shorts (track suit bottoms
acceptable)
White or red polo top or shirt
Black outdoor shoes/trainers
P.E kit: black shorts, white or
red plain t-shirt, plimsolls and
trainers for outdoor sessions

P.E kit: black shorts, white or
red plain t-shirt, plimsolls and
trainers for outdoor sessions

It is really helpful if your child is able to manage at least some of their own
dressing and undressing. Try to buy items with the minimum buttons, zips, poppers
etc for ease (especially for P.E days). Help your child to practise putting on their
uniform and doing up the fastenings prior to starting school. It is essential that
all of your child’s clothing is clearly named and that they know where their name
is in the clothing, in case they need to look for it at school. Your child will also
need a waterproof coat for outdoor play: the children have access to the outdoors
whatever the weather.
Please ensure that all jewellery including earrings are removed on PE day. A set
of spare clothes in case of 'accidents' can be left at school.

Shoes and wellies
Please help your child to learn how to put their shoes on the right
feet and fasten them independently. There may be features on
the shoes that will help them know which way round they go.
Plimsolls are needed as indoor shoes and can also be worn for P.E. A pair of wellies
can be left at school for when we go out in wet weather.
Toileting
Try to encourage your child to be independent when using the toilet – taking
down/pulling up their own clothing, wiping their own bottom and flushing the toilet.
Children will also be expected to be able to wash and dry their hands after using
the toilet. We use liquid soap and hand driers.
We do encourage the children to ask before they go to the toilet; this is not to
stop them from going, just so that we know where they are!
Although the school expects parents will endeavour to ensure that their child is
continent before admission to school, where children are not toilet trained on
admission, staff will deal sensitively with all children's toileting needs and work in
partnership with parents in implementing a toilet programme.

Water Bottles
All children are encouraged to bring in a water bottle to be filled with water
and brought to school each day. This will be kept in the classroom for the
child to access anytime. Their bottle should also be clearly named. Staff
will refill bottles as required during the day.

Milk and Snack Time
Milk is provided at school free of charge until your child becomes 5 providing
you have registered with ‘Cool Milk’ (www.coolmilk.com). We have our milk mid
- morning to keep them going till lunchtime. If your child doesn’t like milk they
are always able to have a drink from their water bottle.
At playtime all children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 have the
opportunity to have a free piece of fruit or a vegetable snack. If your
child is fussy over the type of healthy snack they eat you can provide
one from home.

Lunchtime
All children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 are entitled to
receive a Universal free school meal. Meals are cooked on-site
and provided by Leicestershire School Food Service. We run a
3 week rotating menu with 3 meal options each day including a
‘light bite’ option.
If your child doesn’t like what is on the menu they can bring a
packed lunch from home. Please no fizzy drinks or sweets though as we like to
encourage the children to eat healthily.
We encourage all children to sit properly at the table, use a knife and fork
correctly and have good table manners. School staff are in the hall with the
children and will help them with any difficulties. Once finished they will then go
outside to play.
At the end of the school day
The school day ends at 3:15pm for children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1.
Please wait on the playground outside the classroom door and we will release your
child to you. If someone else is due to be collecting your child, you must let your
child’s teacher or support staff know in the morning or by a phone call to the
school office if there is a change during the day.
Outdoor Play Equipment
We are fortunate to have a range of outdoor play equipment for children to use
during the school day and playtimes. We ask that parents and carers do not allow
children on the equipment before or after the school day.

FS & KS1 Trim Trail

Boat

KS2 Trim Trail

Train

Play House

Accidents and illness during the school day.
If your child is injured during the school day they will be cared for by a
member of staff. Cold compresses and plasters are applied when required.
If your child receives medical attention they will bring a slip home at the
end of the day with details of the injury and attention given. If the injury
is more serious a member of staff will phone you directly.
If your child requires medicine during the school day that has been
prescribed by a doctor, a form must be filled in at the office giving us
permission to administer it.
There will be an annual form for parents to alert school to ongoing
medication required by their child.
Absence from school
You must inform the school if your child is away from school for any reason. It is
helpful if you can tell the class teacher about appointments in advance. If your
child is ill, please ring the school office. If your child has sickness and/or
diarrhoea you should keep them at home until they have been symptom free and
eating normally for at least 24 hours. This is important as it stops the spread of
any bacteria or virus that may have caused the illness.
Government policy is to discourage the taking of holidays in term time. Planned
absences in term time, need to be applied for using our Leave of Absence
application form well in advance. Please note only exceptional circumstances will
be authorised and any unauthorised leave taken may result in penalty notices being
issued.
Learning in the Foundation Stage
During the foundation year children work within the ages and stages of the Early
Years Foundation Stage Curriculum building on previous knowledge and
experiences and acquiring new skills largely through play before progressing to
the National Curriculum in the spring term of Year 1.
The seven areas of learning within the Foundation Stage are:


Communication and language



Physical development



Personal, social and emotional development



Literacy



Mathematics



Understanding of the world



Expressive arts and design

How we work and play

How we work and play

How we work and play

Routines
8.40 am – doors open; time for children to hang up coats, put their belongings away
and get ready for registration
8.50am – register taken
10.15am – mid-morning drink and snack
10.30 am – playtime
10.50 am – phonics
12.00 – 1.00 pm – lunchtime
3.15 pm – home time
School Rules and Rewards
To enable learning to take place in a fun, relaxed and safe environment we have
rules that we expect the children to follow. These are:
1. We follow instructions by any school adult straight away
2. We keep hands, feet, objects and unkind words to ourselves
3. We are kind and friendly and call people by their chosen name.
4. We always walk quietly in school making sure we have permission to be where
we are.
5. We look after everything in and around our school.
6. We work and play in a way that doesn’t disturb others
7. We are honest and always tell the truth
It would be useful for you to go through these with your child so that they
understand them.
Rewards
We use stickers, house points, Dojo points and texts home to
celebrate good work and behaviour. When children start school
they will be allocated a ‘House’ team (Oak, Ash, Willow or Birch)
and can collect house points which go towards the House Cup each
week. After the Autumn half term, children in Foundation Stage
join the whole school for our weekly achievement assemblies where we recognise
our stars of the week, Reading Champions and 100% attenders!

Reading at Thringstone
We use a variety of reading material but the children begin reading
books from a range of reading schemes and then broaden their
reading through other schemes as they gain skills and confidence.
The children will have books that they are expected to share with
you at least 3 times a week as well as reading at least once a week
with a school adult.
Children will be taught to read words by putting the individual phonemes (sounds)
together e.g ‘c’ ‘a’ ‘t’ reads ‘cat’. They will also have a bank of words that can’t be
blended in this way. They will learn these by sight and they are known as ‘common
exception words’. In addition, they will learn to use picture and contextual clues
to help reading more complex words and sentences. Having a full understanding of
the text that they have read is also important, so it is important to talk about
what has been read, show empathy with the characters and predict what might
happen next.
Library Books
As well as bringing home a banded book, your child will also bring home a book from
the school library. This may seem too difficult and be full of long words. Read
the book to your child, pointing out words which they might know and help them
to enjoy the book.

Writing At Thringstone
While we don’t expect the children to come to school writing it is useful for them
to have had experience of holding and using writing implements and making marks.
This could be attempting drawing and/or writing, or tracing, using stencils, dot to
dot activities or painting and doesn’t necessarily have to be with pen/pencil and
paper. Chalks on the path outside, paintbrushes and water outside, bath crayons
or fingers in paint, flour, sugar, salt or sand enables them to make marks and the
patterns associated with writing – straight lines, circles, loops, zig zags and
spirals. If your child is keen to write please encourage them to use the correct
letter formation. At Thringstone we use ‘Ruth Miskin’ ditties to help children
learn to write with correct letter formation and orientation. If your child wants
to write at home please ensure that they are holding their pencil correctly and
when writing their name they use lower case letters, not all capitals.
Please use the following letter formation chart to support your child with writing.

Letter Formation
This is the way that we write our letters at Thringstone Primary School.

Around the apple
and down the
leaf.

Down the laces to
the heel and
around the toe.

Curl around the
caterpillar.

Around the
dinosaurs bottom,
up his tall neck &
down to his toes.

Lift off the top
and scoop out the
egg.

Down the stem
and draw the
leaves.

Around the girls
face, down her
hair and give her
a curl.

Down the head,
to his hooves and
over his back.

Down the body
and dot for the
head.

Down his body,
curl, dot for his
head.

Down the
kangaroo’s body
tail and leg.

Down the long
leg.

Down Maisie,
mountain,
mountain.

Down Nobby and
over his net.

All around the
orange.

Down the pirates
plait and around
his face.

Round her head,
up past her
earring, down her
hair,and flick.

Down the robots
back and curl over
his arm.

Slither down the
snake.

Down the tower,
across the tower.

Down and under,
up to the top and
draw the puddle.

Down a wing, up a
wing.

Down, up, down,
up.

Down the arm
and leg, repeat
the other side.

Down a horn, up a
horn and under
head.

Zig-zag-zig.

Pupil Premium
Pupil Premium is extra government money which is paid to schools to
support children’s learning and development.
Who could benefit:
 Children who are registered for free school meals (this is not the
same as Universal free school meals) – even if they take
sandwiches
 Children who have been in care or adopted
 Children of parents in the armed forces
Here are some examples of how Thringstone have spent monies received via Pupil
Premium:
 School clubs and activities such as Cooking and Sewing Clubs
 Forest Schools sessions
 Exciting new learning activities and opportunities to widen children’s life
experiences such as the Climbing Wall
 One to One and small group sessions
 Additional resources and equipment to help with learning at school such as
the Foundation Stage play house
A leaflet explaining Pupil Premium is including in our induction folder. It’s easy to
find out if your child is eligible for this extra funding by calling any of the
following numbers:
0116 305 6588
0116 305 7093
0116 305 2740
General Information
Sounds and common exception words to learn and weekly home learning activities
will be given out on a Friday for the following week giving you an overview of
learning in all the 7 foundation stage areas and any other information.
These and any other letters will be put in your child’s book bag, so please check it
daily.
Whole school newsletters go out monthly via email (if you have provided one);
alternatively
they
are
published
on
the
school
website
(www.thringstone.leics.sch.uk) and there are some hard copies available at the
school office. The newsletters include diary dates and gives details of the
different events and activities that are happening in school.
The school uses a texting service to communicate information and messages to
parents on a regular basis. It is therefore important that we have the correct
contact details. Parents will receive information on how to keep the contact

details we have in school up to date via our Parent Lite system.
Another effective system we use to send information and highlight the activities
your child is doing in school is Class Dojo. You will receive an invite to join your
child’s class page. This also gives you access to the whole school storyboard. You
are able to send messages and ask question to members of staff and post work
and activities that your child has done at home on their individual portfolio page.

Useful things to know before your child starts with us at Thringstone Primary
School
The First Day–Wednesday 25th August
 Please bring your child to the playground
in front of the Foundation Stage
classroom.

Playtime
 All children in Foundation and Key Stage
1 will be provided with a piece of fruit
each day.

 You are welcome to come into the
classroom to make sure your child has
settled in.

 All children under 5 are entitled to milk
each day.

 Collect your child from the Foundation
Stage door at 12.00 noon.
Uniform
 Uniform is available online from
www.yourschooluniform.com
 Your child should wear a red
sweatshirt/cardigan, white or red polo
shirt, black or grey trousers/skirt and
black shoes/trainers. Plain tracksuit
bottoms are acceptable.

 Your child can bring a small plastic water
bottle to school if they wish to have a
drink during the day.
Lunch
 All children in Foundation Stage and Key
Stage 1 are eligible for universal free
school meals. There is a daily menu
choice including a sandwich or wrap
choice.
 Water is available and children are
encouraged to have a drink.

 Please label all items of clothing and
footwear clearly.

 Please do not send any fizzy drinks.

PE Kit and Spare Clothes
 Your child will need a pair of shorts, a
plain red or white T-shirt and black
pumps for PE.

Medical Conditions
 You must inform the school about any
medical conditions your child has before
they start.

 A set of spare clothes in case of
'accidents', and a pair of Wellingtons for
use in wet weather can be left in school.

 First aid will be given for minor bumps
and accidents.

 A set of spare play clothes for days
when children explore and could get
mucky! (Parents will be advised in
advance)
School Times
 Your child should arrive in school by
8.40am when the doors will be opened.
 You should collect your child at 3.15pm
once they start full-time. (12.00 noon for
the first week)
 You must inform us if your child is being
collected by any other adult, even one
we know. We will not let them go with
someone else without your permission.

 If your child is unwell you will be
contacted and asked to take them home.

Other Information
 If your child is not attending school for
some reason, please contact the school
as soon as possible to register the
absence.
 If you wish to see your child’s teacher, it
may be possible to speak to them when
you bring your child into school. If not,
they will try to see you as soon as
possible; however an appointment may
need to be made.
 If you have any concerns, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

